
HUNTING DRAW STRATEGIES
An Open Discussion on how to use the online resources available to plan your 

draw season. 

      

May 10, 2023



Let’s review some strategies 
and resources available to plan 
out your hunting draw 
applications.

Feel free to join the discussion 
any time to tell us about your 
own draw strategies and what 
works for you. 



Step 1: What are your draw priorities?

• Sign in to your  the 
AlbertaRelm account to 
check your priorities 
Hunting and Fishing 
Licenses –
(www.albertarelm.com)

• Click the Priority and 
Priority History tab

https://www.albertarelm.com/licensing.page?e4q=5fcbf979-6890-403a-8806-c79ae6482393&e4p=be09b669-9a94-4343-89e5-5992fc9ff6af&e4ts=1683066348&e4c=aspira&e4e=snasoab01&e4rt=Safetynet&e4h=1881b5275696f5405fde0f6ce175eb9a
https://www.albertarelm.com/licensing.page?e4q=5fcbf979-6890-403a-8806-c79ae6482393&e4p=be09b669-9a94-4343-89e5-5992fc9ff6af&e4ts=1683066348&e4c=aspira&e4e=snasoab01&e4rt=Safetynet&e4h=1881b5275696f5405fde0f6ce175eb9a


• Make note or print the 
page for easy reference

Step 1: What are your draw priorities?



Step 2: What are your hunting plans?

• Same thing as last year?

• Any special draws or trips for this year? Once in a lifetime draw?

• Check with your hunting buddies. Any partner licence opportunities? 
Seniors? Moose licences? 

• What is your hunting goal; Trophy hunt or just fill the freezer?

• Where do you have hunting access?

• What is your weapon of choice? Archery or rifle?



Step 3: How long does it take to get drawn?

• Click the Draw 
Summaries tab. 

• Click on the Current 
Season tab.



• Select the species 
of interest

Step 3: How long does it take to get drawn?



• This page provides 
information on the 
number of tags 
available in that zone 
last year and the draw 
success rate by priority 
level

Step 3: How long does it take to get drawn?



Antlerless Elk in WMU 102 and 104

• Season by Season 
comparison of the two 
WMUs

• Note the number of 
tags available, and the 
priority levels of those 
drawn
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Antlered Elk in WMU 102

• Note how different the tag 
quota and draw priority 
level is for Antlered vs. 
Antlerless

• This information might help 
you make a decision on 
trophy vs. filling the freezer
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Step 4: Check Hunter Harvest Success Rates

• Go to My Wild Alberta 
page of Alberta 
Environment and Parks 
Hunting | AEP -
Environment and Parks 
(mywildalberta.ca)

• Click on the Hunter 
Harvest tab in the left 
column

https://mywildalberta.ca/hunting/default.aspx
https://mywildalberta.ca/hunting/default.aspx
https://mywildalberta.ca/hunting/default.aspx


• Select the species and year 
you want. (ex: Hunter 
Harvest Report 2022: Elk)

• The report tells you the 
number of registered* 
harvests for male and 
female and the estimated 
hunter success rates

• * ALL licenced hunters must 
report harvest effort. 
Hunters don’t lie, do they?

  ☺

Step 4: Check Hunter Harvest Success Rates



• www.albertahuntmap.ca is 
a useful website for quickly 
reviewing hunter success 
and draw info on a 
convenient map interface.

• Pick the season and WMU 
to get a summary table of 
past seasons

• The map is interactive, 
where it highlights WMUs 
that drew your selected 
species & priority last year

Step 4: Check Hunter Harvest Success Rates

http://www.albertahuntmap.ca/


Step 5: Apply for your draws

• Do you have it all figured out? Go ahead and apply for your draws

• You have options: 
• If you only want one WMU or one season, put that in as your only choice

• If you would consider multiple WMU’s or multiple seasons, put them in the 
order of priority

• If you have hunting partners with the same priority, put in together. That way 
you will all get drawn and no one will miss out. Up to 4 people per a group.

• CAREFUL: Group draw applications get entered at the lowest draw priority 
found in the group. 



Building Priority Only (WMU Code 999)

• You can build up your priority by applying for a species and entering 
the draw code 999

• Works to build up necessary priorities to eventually get drawn

• Useful if you want to defer getting drawn but want to stay at the top 
of the priority list

• Priority level applies to a specific draw code, NOT a specific WMU. 
Built up priorities can be used in any WMU. 

• When 999’ing your draw, check with buddies and put in together. No 
risk, and saves $$$. Up to 4 people per draw can apply for one cost.



What’s Next?

• Keep an eye on the 
Draw Timetable

• When draws are 
available, start planning 
the hunt

• Didn’t get drawn? Check 
the undersubscribed 
draws. It doesn’t affect 
your draw priority



Undersubscribed Draws

• Click on the 
Undersubscribed 
info tab to find 
undrawn tags 
available for general 
purchase.

• Often antlerless or 
far northern zones



General Tips

• Overlapping draws: 
• Are there draws that you might get drawn at the same time or the same year?

• You can’t be in 2 places at the same time!

• Maybe you don’t need both a bull moose and a cow elk the same year? 
Freezer will be too full, so save one for next year instead.

• Plan ahead for long term draws:
• 20+ years for bighorn sheep, 12+ years for turkey and antlered moose

• Start your kids in the draws as soon as they’re of age

• Watch for double tag draws in some zones (cow elk, MD doe in 300’s)



Hunting Access

• Ask around with family and friends for access on private land

• Knock on doors in your target area – Bring a hunting resume

• Check out the various public Crown access areas including: 
• Wildlands
• Forestry Reserves
• Crown Lease

• The official map is not very user friendly: 
https://geospatial.alberta.ca/RecAccess/Viewer/?Viewer=RecAccess 

• Highly recommend the iHunter app on your phone
• $10/year for the public land access layer
• $10-30 for county landowner maps 

https://geospatial.alberta.ca/RecAccess/Viewer/?Viewer=RecAccess


Questions / Comments?
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